The familial and developmental context of obsessive-compulsive disorder.
This article discusses developmental and familial factors in childhood obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) highlighting the spectrum of normative to pathologic obsessions and rituals. In addition, it explores the possible role of family functioning in the emergence and maintenance of OCD in childhood and adolescence. Finally, it posits a developmental model that integrates genetic and neurobiologic vulnerability, cognitive models of information processing, behavioral coping strategies, and familial and peer relationships.